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Cameos and engravings, antique and ‘modern’ together with precious rarities such as vases of semi-precious 
stones and crystal, gold and silver vases and jewels all contribute to the Medici treasure, preserved at the 
Museum of Silver at Palazzo Pitti in Florence, fruit of cultured and refined collection, intended as a response to 
the need to maintain a prestigious role in political cultural life in accordance with those reigning Europe at the 
time in which the Medici were betrothed. Commenced in the 15th century by the Palatine elector Anna Maria 
Luisa de’ Medici, to whom we owe the wealth of jewellery which arrived in Florence; the splendid Crown 
Jewels which bear witness to the wealth of the Medici collection. In homage and a desire to offer continuity to 
the collection, several Florentine and Roman families have since 1988 donated over three hundred pieces of 
jewellery dating from the 17th to the 20th century. However, there have been other important additions to 
the Museum’s collection that, in recent years, have been received from contemporary jewellery artists who 
have been asked to donate pieces by the Museum, thus giving a new impulse to the existing prestigious 
collection of jewellery. The Ministry of Culture and Heritage and the Superintendent professor Antonio 
Paolucci are supporting the initiative. In order to create the International Museum of Jewellery, unique in its 
kind in Italy, new rooms have been allocated and equipped, illustrating the enormous wealth and variety of the 
language of jewellery from a contemporary point of view. The intention is not that of creating a passive 
collection, but rather a deed of cultural acknowledgement, that may bear witness to significant contemporary 
pieces in the sector. The prestigious premises allocated will serve to promote and encourage the recognition 
of this art. Alongside the Medici Treasure, the artists exhibiting will contribute to the constant growth of the 
Museum.  
 


